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I am delighted to be on the beautiful island of Grenada for the Opening 
Ceremony of the 38th Regular Meeting of the Conference of Heads of Government of 
Caricom.  I thank you all for the warm reception given to me as the newest head of 
government in the region.  I am here with the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and 
Education and senior officials of my government.  On behalf of us all, I thank the 
Government and people of Grenada for the warm reception we have received. 

Permit me to congratulate Prime Minister Keith Mitchell as he assumes the 
leadership of our Conference.  His intimate knowledge of our region and his 
considerable political experience will help guide our deliberations over the next six 
months. 
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I thank President David Granger for his tireless efforts in chairing the 
Conference over the last six months.  Because he and I are the newest leaders in the 
Caricom, I extend congratulations, and I welcome our brother Jovenel Moïse, the 
President of the Republic of Haiti.  I look forward to working with you, Sir, to enhance 
our mutual development as I do with all of our Caricom family.  I thank the Secretary 
General for the comprehensive briefing he provided my delegation as we prepared for 
this Conference. 

My presence today reaffirms the strong tradition of free and fair democratic 
elections that are a hallmark of Caricom. 

Bahamians went to the polls nearly two months ago and determined that they 
wished my party, the Free National Movement, to form the government.  I thank 
Caricom for the role it played in this process by mounting an Observer Mission for the 
elections.  The members of the mission can be assured of the thanks of a grateful 
nation. 

Ladies and gentlemen 
Corruption remains a formidable challenge to small and developing countries such as 
my own and we are determined to brutally confront this challenge.  In this regard, my 
government has implemented a policy of zero tolerance for corruption. 

 Upon taking the oath of office, all ministers have been told that they would be 
immediately dismissed if they are found out to be soliciting or accepting payments.  
We will implement strong anti- corruption laws and measures. 

My own appreciation of the Caribbean was forged long before I went to 
university.  In The Bahamas, as in other countries in the region, we were fortunate to 
welcome a diversity of West Indians from throughout the Caribbean, including from 
Grenada. Many of the policies and programs that my party offered the Bahamian 
people accord with the values and ideals of Caricom.   

Ladies and Gentlemen: 
We have a saying back home that “talk is cheap because it takes money, not 

words, to buy land.”  This is another way of saying: “Actions speak louder than 
words.” 
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Our people need us to act together to harness the tremendous mutual potential 
of the region, while facing shared challenges.  Our region is dependent upon the 
resources of the sea, the blessings of the trade winds and year-round ambient 
temperatures.  Accordingly, we must continue to embrace the UN Climate protocols 
because our livelihoods and existence demand regional and global action to address 
climate change generally, and threats such as rising sea levels, depleted fish stocks, 
and the frequency and intensity of hurricanes. 

We should be diligent in putting into action our plans for renewable energy, and 
energy efficiency from the sun, the wind, the oceans, rivers and lakes.  It is my 
government’s intention to launch an ambitious solarization program in The Bahamas 
over the next five years.  

In addition to our populations, our region hosts just under 30 million stopover 
visitors annually.  As both of these numbers increase we will need to increase the 
production of power generation, electricity and clean water.  We will need to improve 
waste treatment and recycling.  These challenges can only be met with renewable 
solutions.  We must bring the same vigor and focused discipline to the task of 
economic development. 

 We are collectively the most tourism-dependent region in the world.  It is in an 
area in which we have an acknowledged and decided global comparative advantage.   
 Given the collective state of our fiscal positions and levels of unemployment, 
we must become more focused on finding ways to extract much more value from that 
area of our economies.   It is time that we create marketing and product 
improvement programs based on facts instead of opinions or gut instincts, which are 
often proven wrong in the face of new knowledge gleaned from data.   

 By example, we should better appreciate the stored value that is waiting to be 
unleashed by the proper analysis of multi-year data from immigration cards and from 
the development of tourism satellite accounts.  

 Tourism officials in The Bahamas are increasingly astonished by the information 
that such analyses are telling us, and the refreshing guidance that it is providing.  
Additionally, we must more aggressively address perennial issues like regional air and 
sea transportation to make it easier and more affordable to move people and goods 
around the Caribbean, including citizens and residents of the region and visitors. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen: 
Even as we seek to enhance economic development, we are faced with 

complex matters of regional and national security.  We will become individually more 
successful when we become collectively more successful.  Our people will know 
Caricom is working for them when they can see, hear, taste and feel it for 
themselves. 

The organs and institutions needed to deliver better lives for our people 
already exist within Caricom.  Those who came before us bequeathed the instruments 
to deliver on our promises.  We should continue working with those instruments to 
fashion a modern, proactive institution that is seen to be effective, that is perceived 
as relevant, and that is acknowledged as beneficial. 

Of course, we are so much more than a problem-solving body.  We share 
common values, a common history and a common culture, bounded by the experience 
of slavery and colonialism, from which we continue to rise.  We should revel in and 
celebrate our Caribbean Imagination, which has created out of many cultures and 
histories, the brilliance and ingenuity of a new civilization called the Caribbean. 

In academics, athletics and the arts, we have punched way above our weight 
and have offered the global commons the richness of the Caribbean tapestry, with its 
many threads.  We must even more aggressively offer visitors more than just sun, sea 
and sand.   We must promote the brilliance and bounty of our cultures and heritage. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 
The challenges and opportunities of our region can only be addressed through 

collective ingenuity and action, which must include the resourcefulness of the 
Caribbean Diaspora resident on the continents of the world. 

The responses to our challenges are not exclusive to this forum or even to the 
political domain.  Caricom is a community of the people we serve, not a club of 
officials and politicians.  We need to cast our nets far and wide to engage the 
combined spirit and the collective brain-trust of the region.  We must blend various 
languages and accents in order to speak to the world with one voice about the 
aspirations of our people and the mission of Caricom. 
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Distinguished Colleagues: 
As your newest member, I am encouraged by the work I see being carried out in 

the Community.  I am ready to play my part in embracing Caricom’s mandate of 
delivering to our people better, healthier and more prosperous lives. 

The Bahamas is Caricom’s northern border.  In this spirit, allow me to 
paraphrase a Bahamian saying:  “We are all one family.”  From Georgetown, Guyana 
in the south to Walker's Cay, the northernmost point in The Bahamas:  “We are all one 
family.”  From Belmopan, Belize in the west to Bridgetown, Barbados in the east:  
“We are all one family.”  It is so good to be here as a part of the Caricom family. 

May God bless our region and make fruitful our collective enterprise and 
endeavor. 

Thank you. 

113/17
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